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REPORT ON SEMINAR ON STRENGTHENING OF THE ROLE OF HEIS IN ECEC CPD - MARIBOR

	Project title:
	KEEP EDUCATING YOURSELF / KEY / 
598977-EPP-1-2018-RS-1-EPPKA2-CBHE-JP

	Event
	Seminar on strengthening of the role of HEIs in ECEC CPD - MARIBOR

	Date and venue
	April 8. – 10. 2019. University of Maribor, Faculty of Education, Koroška cesta 160, SI-2000 Maribor


    
Participants:
1. Jovanka Ulić, Bojan Milošević, Svetlana Lazić – Visoka škola strukovnih studija za obrazovanje vaspitača, Novi Sad, Serbia  
2. Biljana Maslovarić, Veselin Mićanović – Univerzitet Crne Gore, Podgorica, Montenegro
3. Danka Novović – JPU “Ljubica Popović”, Podgorica, Montenegro
4. Jelena Prtljaga, Predrag Prtljaga, Biljana Despotovski – Visoka škola strukovnih studija za vaspitače “Mihailo Palov”, Vršac, Serbia  
5. Zorica Duković, Katarina Tomić, Ivan Tomić, Aleksandar Vasić – Visoka škola strukovnih studija za vaspitače, Kruševac, Serbia  
6. Emilija Popović, Aleksandar Spasić, Sanja Kovačević, Ljubiša Mihajlović – Visoka škola strukovnih studija za obarzovanje vaspitača, Pirot, Serbia  
7. Maja Cvijetić, Zdravko Ivanković, Gordana Mijailović, Dejan Savičević - Visoka škola strukovnih studija za vaspitače i poslovne informatičare-Sirmijum, Sremska Mitrovica, Serbia  
8. Jelena Nastić, Marko Stojanović – WEBIN, Serbia  
9. Mateja Hanžurej – Karierni center, UM, Maribor, Slovenia
10. Mojca Cirn – Vrtec Tezno, Maribor, Slovenia
11. Mihelca Fajs, Barbara Škerlec – OŠ Rudolfa Maistra Šentilj, kindergarten Šentilj, Slovenia
12.  Jerneja Herzog, Marta Licardo, Sabina Šinko, Andreja Žiško, Miran Muhič, Matjaž Duh, Milena Ivanuš Grmek, Tina Vršnik Perše, Alenka Lipovec, Andreja Žiško, Jelena Krivograd, Maja Hmelak – UM PEF, Maribor, Slovenia

The Seminar on strengthening of the role of HEIs in ECEC CPD – MARIBOR” was held between April 8–12, 2019 in the premises of two project partners (April 8-10, 2019 at the University of Maribor, Faculty of Education and April 11-12, 2019at the Research Education Centre Rakičan in Murska Sobota).  
On Monday, April 8, 2019, the coordinator of the KEY project at the University of Maribor, Faculty of Education, assoc. prof. dr. Maja Hmelak addressed the participants and presented the agenda. Her address was followed by the welcome speech of the Dean, full prof. dr. Milena Ivanuš Grmek, by assoc. prof. dr. Alenka Lipovec, Vice-Dean for Research Activities, assoc. prof. dr. Tina Vršnik Perše, Vice-Dean for Educational Activities, by the Head of the Department of Preschool Education, assist. prof. dr. Marta Licardo, and by mag. Andreja Žiško in the name of full prof. dr. Olga Denac, Head of the Centre for Continuing Education (CPI).  The next speaker was the main coordinator of the KEY project Jovanka Ulić, Visoka škola strukovnih studija za obrazovanje vaspitača, Novi Sad, Serbia, who presented the goals of the seminar and further activities on the project.
Assoc. prof. dr. Maja Hmelak then presented in detail the agenda and the planned activities of the seminar. In the continuation of the seminar, the colleagues of the University of Maribor, Faculty of Education elaborated on the role of professional development in terms of their own research work and cooperation with external stakeholders.
Assist. prof. dr. Marta Licardo described the role of the Department of Preschool Education in professional development, concentrating on her own professional development, highlighting her role and the role of other participants in this through participation in research projects (students, partners etc.).
Assoc. prof. Sabina Šinko laid out her own activities in the field of professional development concentrating on the cooperation with the Centre for Continuing Education; she also presented the seminars that she carries out for professional development of pre-school teachers in the field of puppetry.
Higher lecturer Miran Muhič emphasized the role of professional development through the principle of mentoring of students at their final theses, concentrating on his own point of view in regard of activities and contents of theses, selected by students, touching the area of professional development, particularly in terms of sports activities.
Full prof. dr. Matjaž Duh presented the partnership cooperation and highlighted the principle of active involvement of elementary and pre-school teachers into the implementation of seminars in the field of fine arts.  The “one on one” principle has over the years proved to be the most effective and convincing. Active participation is demonstrated especially during the analysis of art works – the participants bring along art works from practice and through them learn the guidelines for appropriate approaches in evaluation.
Doc. dr. Jerneja Herzog presented the principle of her own professional development, realized through active participation in conferences, Erasmus staff mobility and coordination of research projects. She also presented different ways of how to include students in those principles in order to get then accustomed to the idea of professional development. She also highlighted the importance of promotion of the faculty, the departments and the teachers as well as the role of publishing  scientific journals. She specifically spoke about the Revija za elementarno izobraževanje (the Journal for Elementary Education), co-published by University of Maribor Faculty of Education with University of Primorska, Faculty of Education and Charles University in Prague, Faculty of Education.
Assoc. prof. dr. Maja Hmelak presented the approaches to the professional development in terms of scientific research work and pedagogical work with students.
Jelena Krivograd pointed out the role of the projects at the professional development and presented the current projects of the Faculty of Education and the activities and statistics of the mobility programmes (incoming outgoing students and staff).
All presentations concluded with the discussion and exchange of experience and practice among the participants.
In the second part of the seminar, mag. Andreja Žiško, Head of the Centre for Continuing Education, presented the activities of the Centre in detail. She presented all active programmes, offered by the Centre as well as the methodology for funding by the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport. She showed and distributed among participants examples of the application documents (application forms, web-site information, certificates of participation, certificates for contractors.
The afternoon session concluded with evaluation of the activities.
On Tuesday, April 9, 2019, all the participants of the seminar visited the Tezno Kindergarten in Maribor. In the unit Lupinica, we were welcomed by the principal of the kindergarten, Ms Mojca Cvirn. Her address was followed by a short performance of the kindergarten children with choir-singing and dancing. In the following, we were invited to have a look at the kindergarten and its groups, to speak with the pre-school teachers and enjoy the new experience. 
After that, the principal spoke about the professional development of the kindergarten staff and discussed the topic with the project participants during the coffee-break and snack. The project participant were able to look into the kindergarten documents, needed for the quality work.
The second part of the seminar encompassed the presentation of the University of Maribor Career Centre, delivered by Mateja Hanžurej. She presented all the activities of the Centre, in terms of the professional development of the teachers and students as well as in terms of a contact point between students, teachers and employers. 
The second day concluded with evaluation of the activities.
On Wednesday, April 10, 2019, the participants of the seminar visited the Kindergarten Šentilj. In the Unit Ceršak, we were greeted by the principal, Ms Mojca Cvirn and the head of the unit Ms Barbara Škerlec who both gave an introductory speech. The head of the unit invited the participants to have a look at the special part of the kindergarten in the forest. This unit follows the forest pedagogy; the participants were able to see the outdoor parts of the kindergarten, arranged by the pre-school teachers and children. The head of the unit presented the forms of working with the children and the transfer of knowledge, acquired by the pre-school teachers during the education programmes in the field of forest pedagogy, into practice – for work in the forest. The participants were offered a snack and coffee in the forest, during which they engaged into an in-depth discussion on the work and education in the kindergarten.
The second part of the day encompassed the analysis of the visit and discussion on the next activities in the project. Prof. dr. Jelena Prtljaga, the director of the Preschool Teachers Training College  “Mihailo Palov”, Vrsac, presented the planned activates in the WP2.
The day ended with the evaluation of the three day seminar and with an agreement on further activities in Rakičan. Finally, the coordinator of the KEY project at the University of Maribor, Faculty of Education, assoc. prof. dr. Maja Hmelak, thanked all the participants for their active participation and summarized the main findings and agreements of the three day seminar in Maribor. 
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